
We exist not for ourselves but to love 
God and make God’s love known.

April 2021

Cares and Concerns
So often the church gets a call that one 
of our dear members is in the hospital 
as a result of an in home accidental 
fall.  Accidents are the 3rd leading cause 
of death in the United States and 75% of 
those accidents take place in the home.  
I recently came across and article that gave some 
changes we could make and some of them are rather costly, 
but here are a few that take minimal effort and cost to 
implement.  I offer these suggestions to for your consideration. 

Outside entrance: ramps not stairs, keyless entry, ample 
lighting and motion-activated lights 

Bathrooms: grab bars in the shower, shower chair, 17-19 inch 
toilet instead of the standard 15 inch, hand-held showerhead, 
no loose rugs, nonskid strips in the shower, night light 
Kitchen: easy to use handles and levers, appliances with 
automatic shut-off 

Of course there are many other ways you could strive to 
make your home as safe as possible, but this is a small way 
to hopefully make us all more aware of the risks in our own 
homes.  I pray that you all stay safe and active, but in the 
event of a fall please call the church if we can help in any way.  
I would also like to remind you that we have equipment at the 
church such as walkers, wheelchairs and toilet seat lifts that 
you are welcome to borrow should you ever need one. 

Kathy Hodges

Vacation Bible 
School   
Join us for an epic virtual quest and sign 
up for VBS 2021.  We will travel through 
hidden ruins, ancient caves and dense 
jungles as we discover God’s greatest gift... 
YOU!  We will learn that God knows you, 
hears you, comforts you, forgives you and 
chooses you.  Opening week is June 21st – 
June 25th.  If you are unable to join us then, 
the videos will be available through July 
31st.  Simply go to our website or pick up 
a sign-up sheet from the office or the VBS 
Box under the porte cochere, fill it out and 
send it in.  A couple of weeks before our 
quest begins you will be able to pick up all 
of the supplies you need to participate.  If 
you have grandchildren who live out of the 
area but would like to participate, we will 
be happy to mail them their supplies. 



Call Update
CALL shifts the focus paradigm 
to the moms but not neglecting 
the children.  The moms were 
offered laptops to get on the 
math website, IXL and the 
reading website, Reading RAZ.  
They were assessed to their level 
of comprehension by testing 
or assessment.  IXL Learning 
is a math practice Web site 
tailored for the state and now 
Common Core standards.  Like 
most math practice tools and 
games, it also generates progress 
reports on student proficiency.  
I am the administrator and 
get to the minute that they are 
on the site plus their score for 
comprehension. Covering 2,000 
skills IXL allows students to 
choose skills to practice (with 
the program adjusting its level 
of difficulty according to the 
student’s performance).  The 
moms are working ridiculously 
hard to get to the next level.

We are using Raz-Kids for 
the reading.  The moms were 
assessed to their level and asked to read every day for 20 minutes in 
addition to reading with their children.  Raz-Kids makes reading accessible 
(and fun) like never before.  The students can practice reading anytime, 
anywhere - at home.  This has been wonderful for the moms.  They can 
listen to books for modeled fluency, read books for practice, and then 
record themselves reading.  Every leveled eBook has an accompanying 
eQuiz to test reading comprehension.  Because all books are available 
24/7 via the Web, moms and the students can practice reading anytime, 
anywhere.

We are continuing to give out food once a month.  Please bring your food 
to the backdoor of the church and put in the bins.  Thank you for being so 
kind and treating CALL as your neighbor.      

Elizabeth Pope, director of CALL
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Adult Discipleship Offerings 2021
Please contact Mary Ellen Vernon (mvernon@
communitypres.com) for the latest information about 
any of these faith development opportunities or reach 
out to the leaders listed below. Please note, as we 
accommodate church groups in our current situation, 
room locations may change. 

Mondays

Designing Women: 5:00-6:15 p.m., in Fannie B. 
Gray Parlor:  Designing Women has begun a new Bible 
Study.  All women seeking to better understand God’s 
word are invited to be a part of this group.  If you are 
new to the group would you please email Betty Pope at 
popeelizabeth3868@gmail.com so enough books could 
be ordered.  We will be using Barbara Brown Taylor’s 
book “Always a Guest”.  We will study the scripture for 
the sermon, read the sermons, discuss questions and 
see how the “living word” applies to each of us.  Books 
will be placed at the back door of the church by March 
15th and you may leave a check for $20 made out to 
Elizabeth Pope for the costs of the book.

Tuesdays

Men’s Prayer Breakfast: 8 - 9 a.m., currently 
meeting online:  This Men’s small group gathers 
together weekly to discuss the upcoming Sunday 
scripture while having breakfast together.  We conclude 
in prayer.  If you are interested in being a part of 
this group contact Roger Simmons: rsimmons@
communitypres.com for a new zoom link.

Prayer Ministry: 2:00 p.m., meets in the 
Conference Room off Fellowship Hall: We meet 
together each week to pray for the healing of those 
in need, especially those who have reached out with 
a specific prayer concern.  Contact Carol Dunbar 
k-cdunbar@mindspring.com to add or remove names 
from the prayer list. 

Women’s Study Group: A small women's Bible study 
will meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. to 
study the book The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr.  
It is still to be determined if this will be a zoom study 

or an in person study. For more information, contact 
Sonja Brewton at pinehurstsonja@hotmail.com.  The 
group is capped at 10 persons. 

This book presents a transformative view of Jesus 
Christ as a portrait of God’s constant, unfolding work 
in the world. "God loves things by becoming them," 
he writes, and Jesus’s life was meant to declare that 
humanity has never been separate from God—except 
by its own negative choice. When we recover this 
fundamental truth, faith becomes less about proving 
Jesus was God, and more about learning to recognize 
the Creator’s presence all around us, and in everyone 
we meet.

This is Rohr's first time writing about Jesus.  The 
author says it's the last book he will write.  For more 
information on Richard Rohr or the book, see the 
following website: cac.org 

Wednesdays

Ladies Bible Study Group (formerly Circle #2): 
This group meets the first Wednesday of each month 
(September – June) from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a. in the 
Conference Room off of the fellowship hall.  The group 
is studying the Presbyterian Women’s Horizon book 
Into the Light.  Contact Polly Grantham at grantham1@
nc.rr.com if interested in joining the group.

Thursdays

Ladies Bible Study Group (formerly Circle #4): 
This group meets the second Thursday of each month 
(September – May) from 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. in the 
library.  Our ladies decided that our next Bible study 
will be "Six Themes Everyone Should know" Series:  The 
Bible - Author Barry Ensign-George.  We invited Mary 
Ellen Vernon to come and lead us in this study and we 
are thrilled she said YES.  Our plan is to have our first 
meeting May 13, 2021 at 1:00 pm with our books in 
hand so that we can look over the Introduction, the
Preface and head into Chapter 1.  Then we will continue 
our study next in September.  We are inviting YOU to

Continued on the following page
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Adult Discipleship Offerings 2021 Continued

come and join us.  Books can be purchased for $10.00 in the church office.  For 
more information, call Bonnie Roberson at 295-1245.  We look forward to 
having you join our Bible study group.  "When we study the Bible, we usually 
find ourselves focusing on small units or a few verses.  This is a good way to 
approach scripture.  Less often do we consider the sweep of the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation.  But the Bible is constructed more carefully than that.  
It is put together in ways that are complex, but not random.  This study invites 
you to consider the grand sweep.  This study will look at 6 themes that are 
launched in Genesis and then thread across the Bible, in most cases finding 
their final landing point in Revelation."     

Fridays
Friday Disciple Women’s Bible Study. 9:30 a.m.:  We will be reading Free 
of Me.  The cost of the book is $10 and you can pay Melanie.  Contact Melanie 
Moore: melmoorejax@yahoo.com for meeting location information. 

Sandhills Beloved Community 
The Sandhills Beloved Community (a local, interdenominational group) 
is about to tackle another book and community members are invited 
to join in the reading of Layla F. Saad’s Me and White Supremacy 
(http://laylafsaad.com/meandwhitesupremacy). This book is a 
part-informative, part-devotional workbook. “We hope through these 
practices, you are empowered and better equipped to engage with your 
friend, family, and church relationships in deeper conversations about 
the importance of this work within our Christian faith and life. We will 
have an orientation session on Thursday, April 1 at noon to share the 
framework, expectations, and answer any questions or concerns you 
may have.” The book study begins Thursday, April 8 from 7:00–8:15 p.m. 
via Zoom will continue for 8 weeks (April 8–May 27).

For those who are interested in participating in the community 
work through Layla Saad’s Me and White Supremacy, please 
follow the link to register (https://bit.ly/3rR6R0g). You will receive 
the Zoom link for all the sessions, including the April 1 @ Noon 
orientation zoom. If you use a digital calendar, you will also find an 
iCalendar (.ics) file to download to your calendar system so that you get 
reminders!

Contact Mary Ellen if you would like more information or a link to 
attend on April 1. (This is the same community group that read Just 
Mercy together in the fall.) 



Introducing our next Summer Youth 
Ministry Intern:  Cam McDonald
Hi Cam!  Tell us a little about yourself.  
Hello! My name is Cameron McDonald and I am from 
Rockingham, NC.  I have attended First Presbyterian 
Church of Rockingham all my life and I was confirmed 
at age 14. My family and I have 2 cats, Sunshine and 
Nox, and we are big NC State fans. Go Pack!! I am 
currently a full-time student at Methodist University 
majoring in Music Education and minoring in Organ.  
I am very excited to be a part of CPC this year, and I 
cannot wait to meet everyone!

You look a little familiar.  Have we met before?  
Why yes, we have met before!  Back in November of 
2019, I was the music leader for the PCC Senior High 
Retreat at Camp Kirkwood.  I was able to meet several 
members of your youth and youth leaders at this 
retreat.  Little did I know that I would later continue 
this journey and relationship with them as the Youth 
Ministry Intern at CPC.

What excites you about working with the CPC 
Youth this summer?  
What excites me most about working with the CPC 
youth is working with them all summer as we explore 
and learn about their own faith journey through bible 
studies, conferences, church activities, and music.

You play the organ? Wow! What other 
instruments do you play?  
That is correct, I do play the organ!  Other than playing 
the organ, I play the piano, guitar, trumpet, drums, 
and I sing.

What is your favorite hymn? 
This is a tough question to answer 
because there are so many amazing 
hymns. However, if I were to 
narrow the selection down to two, I would pick “It Is 
Well With My Soul” and “Nearer My God To Thee.”

Your favorite Bible verse or Biblical story?  
Just like the hymns, this is a very tough question to 
answer because there are so many amazing verses and 
stories within the Bible. However, one of my favorite 
bible verses is Jeremiah 29:11 - “For I know the plans
 I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future’” (from the NIV). 

What other hobbies or interests do you have?  
Of course music is a big hobby and interest of mine, 
but I also enjoy watching movies, playing video games, 
playing disc golf, and spending time with family and 
friends.

Cameron will be starting his internship in late 
May and working through early August. His job 
responsibilities will include planning and leading 
youth summer Bible Studies, fellowship and service 
events. He will also attend and provide leadership 
during youth summer conferences. He will work 
closely with Mary Ellen but have the opportunity to be 
involved in other aspects of our church life as well. We 
are very excited to have Cameron working with our 
youth this summer!

Quilters and Sewers   
Mary Ellen is looking for quality scrap fabric for a 
prayer station project. She would love bright colors 
that can be cut into 12” x 2” strips. Please contact 
her for pickup or drop off fabric in the church 
office. Thank you! 

Knox and Tate 
Butka coloring 
posters for 
the Holy Week 
Stations of the 
Cross prayer walk. 



Sunday, April 4:  No Meeting: Happy Easter!
 
Sunday, April 11:  Zoom meeting from 5-6 pm.
Grab your Zoom bag and jump online for a fun mix 
of games, crafts, discussions, Bible Study, prayer, 
and videos, and maybe a guest appearance.  We are 
finishing our study of the Lord’s Prayer.  This is our 
only zoom meeting in April.
 
Join Zoom Meetings with the following 
information:  
Meeting ID:  880 3169 2118 
Security Passcode:  CPCYOUTH!
 
Sunday, April 18:  4-6 pm.  
Kickball (outside weather permitting) or indoor movie 
night.  Watch text alerts for “day of” plans.
 
Sunday, April 25: “CHILL NIGHT”:  In-person at 
church, outside, weather permitting: 5-6 pm.  
Come relax and unwind with safely socially distanced 
outdoor games and chilly snacks.  Cameron 
McDonald, our next Youth Summer Intern, will be 
visiting tonight!!

Summer Youth Conferences: 
Some of our youth will be attending the Massanetta
Middle School Conference from June 22-25.  
Conference activities like keynote, recreation, 
encounter groups, and workshops are centered on the
theme "Rooted in Love" and the key scripture passage 
is Ephesians 3:16-21.  Some of our High School Youth 
will attend a Montreat Youth Conference from July 17-
24.  The MYC theme this year is “Called to Connect.” 
This theme will  be explored during small groups, 
worship, keynotes, and even recreation time. Both 
conferences will have online options if we are not able 
to attend in person.
 

 Thank you to the youth and adults serving on our 
Youth Council:  
Kaylee Akerlund, Kayden Foyles, Lauren Foyles, Garett 
Graham, Lee Ann Graham, Josh Markotich, Chris 
Miller, and Nick Petero.  We meet every 1-2 months 
to plan and oversee the Youth Ministry programs and 
activities. 
 
Parents and youth can get text updates by using 
Remind 101:  
Text the message @cpcyouthf to the number 81010. 
If you are having trouble with 81010, try texting @
cpcyouthf to 913-871-1137.  This is how Mary Ellen 
sends the most up to date information and any last-
minute plan changes. 

Youth Fellowship
Mission Statement: 
To build community around middle and high school age youth in pursuit of a growing personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ and a deeper involvement in the life of the church. Our theme this year is “Jesus: repeat.” 

ARE YOU
EXPERIENCING
PANDEMIC
FATIGUE?
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