
Advent and Christmas 
Worship Services
December 1: 
Communion at 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary
Communion at 11:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall

December 8: 
Music Sunday
Both services will be held in the fellowship hall

December 15: 
Worship at 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary
Worship at 11:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall

December 22: 
PAWS Christmas Musical
Both services will be held in the fellowship hall
There is no children’s Sunday school. 

December 24: 
Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary (nursery will be provided)
7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary

December 29: 
One service at 11:00 
in the sanctuary
No Children, Youth 
or Adult Sunday 
school classes

We exist not for ourselves but to love 
God and make God’s love known.

December 2019

Music Sunday
Sunday, December 8, will be MUSIC SUNDAY 

at Community Presbyterian Church!
This year’s theme is Let There Be Peace on Earth,

focusing on how each of us as Christians, living in a 
divided world, can be peacemakers in the name of 
Christ. As usual, our entire Music Ministry will be 
involved, along with a chamber orchestra of local 

musicians.  Both services will be in fellowship hall.

All Creation Sings!!!
The PAWS kids will present a 15 minute, 

mini-musical for Christmas during both services 
on Sunday, December 22nd.  The musical is called 

All Creation Sings and was written by Kirsten Foyles 
and Terri Sinclair for a national children’s church 

music curriculum entitled, Growing in Grace.  
The music is all familiar Christmas carols and will 
be an interactive presentation sung both by the kids 

and the congregation together.  Please come out 
and support our PAWS kids as they proclaim the 

Christmas Story in a new and creative format!



Merry Christmas  
As a child I loved the children’s Christmas shows like Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer and Merry Christmas 
Charlie Brown. With no videos, cable or Roko, these were once a year opportunities.  If you missed it, you 
wouldn’t see it again for an entire year.  So, these were BIG events that meant Christmas was truly here.  One of the 
classics was How the Grinch Stole Christmas.  You are probably familiar with the plot.  The Grinch, who lives in 
the mountains high above Whoville, hates the noise associated with Christmas.  So, he dresses up like Santa Claus 
and ties a horn on the head of his dog Max to make him look like a reindeer. In these disguises they set off for 
Whoville.

Once in Whoville the Grinch proceeds to steal all the Christmas presents, trees, decorations, and food.  He 
packs all this up and heads back up the mountain just as Christmas day is dawning.  The Grinch’s plan is simple.  
He figures that if he takes away all the Christmas “stuff” the Who’s won’t be able to celebrate Christmas.  But 
the Grinch is wrong.  In the climactic scene the Who’s come out of their homes and, without a single piece of 
Christmas paraphernalia or presents, begin to sing their Christmas song with joy.  Upon hearing the song, the 
Grinch has this realization, and I quote:

So he paused.  And the Grinch put a hand to his ear.
And he did hear a sound rising over the snow.
It started in low.  Then it started to grow . . .

But the sound wasn’t sad!
Why, this sound sounded merry!
It couldn’t be so!
But it WAS merry!  VERY!

He stared down at Who-ville!
The Grinch popped his eyes!
Then he shook!
What he saw was a shocking surprise!

Every Who down in Who-ville, the tall and the small,
Was singing!  Without any presents at all!
He HADN’T stopped Christmas from coming!
IT CAME!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!

And the Grinch, with his grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow,
Stood puzzling and puzzling:  “How could it be so?
It came without ribbons!  It came without tags!”
“It came without packages, boxes or bags!”
And he puzzled three hours, ‘till his puzzler was sore.
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before!
“Maybe Christmas,” he thought, “doesn’t come from a store.”
“Maybe Christmas . . . perhaps . . . means a little bit more!”

Continued on the following page.



Merry 
Christmas
Continued from previous 
page

At this realization the 
Grinch’s heart, previously 
two sizes too small, grew 
three sizes that day.   May 
we too find out hearts 
enlarged as we realize 
Christmas is not about 
“the stuff” we prepare 
to give and receive?  It is 
something so much more.  
My prayer is that all of you 
will find moments within 
this Christmas season 
where you experience the 
true meaning of Christmas.  
May the peace of Christ 
touch you in ways that will 
truly make this Christmas 
a joyful celebration of the 
Christ Child. 

Prayer:  Almighty God, 
during this season surprise 
me with your glory.  Open 
my heart to your presence.  
In a world where worry, not 
peace, seems to prevails, 
bring your peace to my life.  
May the joyful celebration of 
the birth of the Christ Child 
be real in my life. 

Merry Christmas.  May 
God’s blessings be with you.

With Love,
Rod

Clay and Nick Petero and Bob 
Carbrey at Brookside  
Thanks to the craftsmanship of Bob Carbrey, Clay and Nick Petero, the 
Brookside Park Apartment Complex can now enjoy a “Little Free Library” 
and benches to sit on as they enjoy the library.  Bob built the library.  Nick 
and Clay helped install it.  As part of his Eagle Scout award Nick also built the 
benches and has received over 300 donated books to fill the library.   Because 
of this good work the kids of Brookside will now have a pleasant place to find 
some good books and sit by a shade tree to enjoy them.

Angel Tree Gifts  
Santa’s sleigh was loaded to bring a partial shipment of all the good gifts 
you are donating to the families of our community that are in need this 
Christmas.  Rod, Barbara Yearby and Nancy Oakley took the first load of 
gifts to Robbins.  Thanks to your overwhelming generosity, Santa’s sleigh will 
be making several trips to Robbins and to our CALL program.  Also a special 
thanks to our elves Barbara Yearby and her daughter Katherine for sorting 
through these gifts.  Your gifts will definitely brighten the kid’s Christmas.  
More importantly, your giving demonstrates the gracious love of this season.  
Thanks for your participation in our Angel Tree Ministry.  



Cares and Concerns 
For several months I have been encouraging members of the congregation 
to visit folks in the hospital, in care facilities and those recuperating at 
home.  Thanks to some honest feedback I realized that sometimes we all 
struggle with what to say when 
we visit.  Our intention is to be a 
blessing, but where do we begin?

With the help of Rod Stone, 
Roger Simmons, Carol Dunbar 
and the graphic design talent 
of Eric Baker we have teamed 
up to write a pamphlet called 
Helpful Hints for Meaningful 
Visitations.  This is a tool you 
can use to generate conversation 
and provide you with suggestions you can use when you visit people in the 
hospital, care facilities and those recovering at home. You can also use it 
when you are visiting your own family members who may need a caring 
visit.  In the pamphlet you will find some general dos and don’ts, some 
conversation starters and we have also included a section with suggestions 
on how to visit folks with memory loss issues.  

I know many of you are very gifted when it comes to visitation and you 
probably have many more ideas that we could have included, but we hope 
that this pamphlet can be a starting place for those times when our hearts 
yearn to be a blessing to others and we are just not sure where to begin.   
You may pick up a copy of the Helpful Hints for Meaningful Visitation at 
the office from Sally.  

– Kathy Hodges

O.W.L.S.  
Hats off to Cathy Haynes for her interesting 
presentation in November on the value of pre-
panning your funeral!  Cathy took a sensitive 
topic and made it very interesting and most 
informative!  Please join us December 11th at 
3:45 in the Fellowship Hall for stories and Carols.  
Our very own Mary Lou Troutman and Tom 
Page, better known as Dust and Ashes will be here to talk about the 
meaning and stories behind some of our favorite Christmas Carols 
and we all may just sing a few songs! 

Friend to 
Friend
Friend to Friend is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization 
located in Moore County.  
Friend to Friend is committed 
to offering prevention, 
intervention, and holistic 
recovery services and 
support for domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and 
human trafficking victims.  
They help move victims of 
interpersonal violence from 
crisis to confidence through 
collaborative programming, 
safe shelter, advocacy, life-
skill improvement, substance 
abuse, counseling, and more. 

Friend to Friend Wish List:

• White cotton wash   
 clothes

• White cotton towels

• White cotton twin sheets 
 and pillowcases

• Tall kitchen trash bags

• Computer paper

• 2 Hot pads to hold hot 
 dishes

• Lysol disinfectant spray

• Clorox Clean up spray  

There is a box in the church 
office where you can drop off 
the above items.



Brookside at Raven Rock 
Adventure 
Monday November 11th, was a day off for Moore County Schools.  
Instead of sleeping in, a group of 6th graders from Brookside Park were 
ready and waiting when they were picked up by Rod and Marsae Stone, 
Julie Pitts and Rich Haynes for a day at Raven Rock Park in Lillington, 
North Carolina.  It was a beautiful fall day for hiking the rocky trail 
bordered by mountain laurel and rhododendron thickets.   The children 
were thrilled to help each other scan the creek waters for fish and tadpoles.  
Several children proved to be sure footed climbers and they helped the 
rest of the group navigate the steep terrain up the side of Raven Rock. We 
then enjoyed a wonderful picnic lunch of hot dogs and burgers on the grill, 
grapes, apples, pickles, and chips.  Our meal was topped off with S’mores, 
a new experience for some and a rare and special treat for others.  By the 
end we were all experts at roasting our marshmallows to a golden brown.  
The day was filled with much laughter and love and fun for all of us.

Labyrinth 
Ministry   
Advent Labyrinth:  
Escape the busyness, 
noise, and consumerism of 
December by walking our 
prayer labyrinth.  Enjoy 
a space set aside for quiet 
prayer and reflection on the 
true meaning of this Advent 
season. 

Sunday, December 1 
from 2 – 6 p.m.

Monday, December 2 from 
8:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, December 3 from 
8:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Monday, December 16 
from 8:30 – 4:30 p.m.

The labyrinth will be set up 
in the Fellowship Hall for 
self-guided times of prayer.  A 
brochure will be available to 
introduce the congregation 
and community to the 
labyrinth as well as provide 
suggestions on ways to pray.  
Children and youth are 
welcome too.  A labyrinth 
prayer walk may take 15 – 
45 minutes depending on 
personal preference.



Our theme this year is “Play, 
Prayer, Purpose.” 

Please note during the 
construction, youth should enter 
and exit ONLY the Welcome 
Center doors/school side on 
Sunday nights. 

December 1:  Youth Fellowship 
from 6:30 – 8 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Tonight, 
we will be learning about the 
prayer labyrinth and having an 
opportunity to “build” our own 
labyrinth or walk the prayer 
labyrinth. 

December 15:  Youth Fellowship 
Christmas Party at the Millers.  
6:30 – 8 p.m.  (520 Burning Tree 
Road, Pinehurst) Please bring a $5-
$10 school or art supply donation 
for Brookside AND a $5-$10 
wrapped silly present for our gift 
exchange. 

New!  High School Bible Study 
during the Discipleship hour on 
Sunday mornings.  High School 

students are invited to join Mary 
Ellen in the youth loft from 10:10-
10:45 a.m.  This small group setting 
will allow youth to dig deeper into 
scripture and how it applies to their 
lives.  (No class on Dec. 8 or 29)

Parents, we can’t run our youth 
program without adult helpers. 
Please sign up for one night 
per semester to help provide 
adult supervision on Sunday 
Nights.  Visit the SignUp Genius 
link that can be found on CPC 
Conversations FB page or the 
youth page of the church website. 
Mary Ellen has added January – 
April 2020 dates. 

Save the Date:  January 5, 2020.  
Taco Bar and combined Youth 
and Parent Meeting.  5:30 – 
7:30 p.m.  Come learn about 
January – April programming as 
well as the summer 2020 youth 
offerings:  Massanetta Middle 
School Conference, Montreat High 
School Conference, and a Summer 
Mission experience.  Information 
and registration forms will be 

handed out.  Hear testimonies 
from youth who attended these 
conferences last summer.  Q&A 
with Mary Ellen and youth about 
what to expect and why you’ll want 
to participate!

Parents and youth can get text 
updates by using Remind 101.  
Text the message @cpcyouthf 
to the number 81010. If you 
are having trouble with 81010, 
try texting @cpcyouthf to 913-
87101137.  This is how Mary Ellen 
will send the latest plans and news, 
but not too often!

Thank you to the youth and 
adults serving on our Youth 
Council:  Kaylee Akerlund, Kayden 
Foyles, Lauren Foyles, Garett 
Graham, Lee Ann Graham, Chris 
Miller, and Nick Petero.  We meet 
monthly to plan and oversee the 
Youth Ministry programs and 
activities.  Interested in joining 
us?  Contact Mary Ellen.  Our next 
meeting is January 8 at 6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement
To build community around middle and high school age youth in pursuit of a growing personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and a deeper involvement in the life of the church.  

Youth Fellowship

College and 20 Somethings 
Christmas Party: 
Thursday night, December 19, from 6-8 p.m.  Place TBD.   
Come reconnect with your Community Presbyterian friends.  We’ll have a hot cocoa 
bar and apps.  Please bring a $5-$10 school or art supply donation for Brookside.  
(Please RSVP by Dec. 18 to (910) 585-9159)



Children’s 
Ministry 
December 
Schedule
December 1st:  
Regular Sunday School Class
Lunch and Tree Decorating:
After the 11:00 service we will meet for 
lunch and decorate a Christmas Tree in 
the Fellowship Hall area.  Our tree will 
be decorated this year with ornaments 
we made when studying the Parables 
earlier in the year.  Everyone is welcome 
to join us!

December 8th:
Many of the children will be 
participating in the Christmas Cantata 
so all children will be together for the 
Sunday School time from 10-10:45 
between services.

December 15th: 
Regular Sunday School Class

December 22nd 
PAWS Musical Sunday
There will be no traditional Sunday 
School class.  Children who are 
participating in the services will gather 
together in the Children’s Ministry Area 
downstairs for 
a snack and Christmas activity.

December 24th: 
Christmas Eve Services 5:00 and 7:30
Nursery care available at the 5:00 service.

December 29th: 
No Sunday School
One service in the sanctuary at 11:00.
Clay Petero and Mary Ellen Vernon.

Senior High Retreat
Presbytery Senior High Retreat at Camp Kirkwood 
November 16-17.

The theme was “Slow and Steady Wins the Race.”  Youth 
participants were Nick Petero, Garrett Graham and Knox Butka.  
Adult chaperones were Clay Petero and Mary Ellen Vernon.



Elders  
David Ainslie 
Endowment/Finance
ainsliedavid@hotmail.com

Bob Baer
Discipleship
rbbaer@embarqmail.com

Marie Carbrey
Property & Grounds
mcarbrey@aol.com

Jim Curley
Finance
james.b.curley@gmail.com

Jody Foyles
Administration/Personnel
jsfoyles@foyleslawfirm.com

Chris Graham
Discipleship
cgrahamwfu@gmail.com

Mike Newman
Administration/Personnel
michaeln@vancamplaw.com

Gary Popson
Mission
kaptau133@aol.com

Andy Potter, Property & Grounds
akpotter428@earthlink.net

Kitti Pyne, Worship
pynecat@gmail.com

G. Ridzon, Membership
glridzon4@gmail.com 

Shay Teese, Congregational Care
herbietee@earthlink.net

Laura Webb, Congregational Care
webblll@yahoo.com 

Kid in the Spotlight:  
Steven Reyes
We first met Steven when he attended Vacation Bible School two 
years ago.  Steven has a sweet and joyful spirit and is always happy 
to be a part of the group.  He is friendly with all of the children, 
both younger and older, 
and always willing to 
make room for anyone 
to play with him.  He is 
very creative and adds 
interesting things to our 
discussions in Children’s 
Church.  He was happy to 
answer questions for his 
interview.

What do you like to do 
in your free time?
Everything that is new, I 
like to play.

What is something you 
like to learn about?
I like to study about 
painting and drawing and 
math.

What do you like about 
coming to church?
I look forward to seeing 
my teachers.

Tell us about a friend you have made at church.
Zander is a good friend.  He plays with me and helps me with Legos.

What is the best thing about being an older brother? (Steven’s 
younger brother is Jacob.)
I like teaching my brother things, sharing my toys and cooking him 
breakfast. 

What is your favorite memory about Vacation Bible School?
The animals we learned about and the songs we sang.  I remember, 
“Life is good.  God is good.”

Tell us something we may not know about you.
I like riding in our golf cart.



CALL Gives Thanks 
In the Bible men of influence were also men who thanked God verbally, 
even when in despair. Job thanked God when everything was lost, Jesus 
thanked the Father before He fed 5000 people in the middle of nowhere. 
Paul and Silas thanked and praised God 
from inside a prison cell in Philippi.  
CALL gives thanks for all the support, 
prayers, wonderful tutors, CALL and 
Mission committee; as well as donations 
of snack from Presbyterian Women, van 
drivers, Sandhills Community College 
of Nurses, Christmas donations from 
the Angel Tree, Toys for Tots, and Cindy 
Rhodes for the knitted hats.

CALL is blessed by each of you.  We 
give thanks for your many gifts.  All 
our students are doing well with their 
studies, reading 20 minutes a day, 
gaining self-confidence and expressing 
gratitude for the opportunity to be coming to Community Presbyterian 
Church on Tuesday afternoons.  The CALL program is based on the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation’s research called Double Jeopardy.  

The study concludes with five points, if a child is:  

1.  Born in poverty ($19,360/family of four)

2.  Mother tongue is not English

3.  Doesn’t read on grade level by 3rd Grade

4.   Is retained for her/his grades and 

5.   Is a person of color, these circumstances influence whether 
 they will graduate.  

If all features are present, the graduation rate from High School is less than 
1%.  CALL is trying to intervene and offer a hand up so they can have a 
chance to bloom in society, graduate from high school and become the 
best they can be.

I want to conclude by telling why CALL needs to give thanks in 
everything.  The answer is in Colossians 4:2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, 
being watchful in it with thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving protects our hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus against circumstances which also will nourish 
our faith.  Hope you had a Thanksgiving that was filled with gratitude and 
new memories.  

– By Elizabeth Ann Pope

CPC Contact 
Information
Church Office 

(910) 295-6848

Website

www.communitypres.com

Office Hours

Monday – Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Friday
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

If you need a pastor after 
hours, the following can
be reached

Rod Stone
Pastor
(910) 585-0828 

Roger Simmons 
Ministry Associate
(910) 977-1900

Mailing Address

Community Presbyterian 
Church 
P.O. Box 1449
Pinehurst, NC 28370

Location

125 Everette Road
Pinehurst, NC 28374
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“Sandy” Lot: 
One-way traffic 
flows clockwise 

Office Lot: 
Traffic flows clockwise, 
Handicapped parking 
Note new entrance 
and exit locations 

Everette Lot: 
One way traffic  
from office lot 
 

Sanctuary lot: 
Additional 

handicapped 
parking 

Handicapped Parking 

Fellowship Hall Lot: 
Parking available 
behind house. 

Fellowship Hall 
Handicapped parking 
(additional parking in 
adjacent lot) 

CPC Parking Map & Traffic Flow Diagram



P.O. Box 1449
Pinehurst, NC 28370

Worship With Us!
9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

www.communitypres.com

Community Presbyterian Staff
Rod Stone 
Pastor – Head of Staff
Ext 12, rstone@communitypres.com

Roger Simmons
Ministry Associate
Ext 29, rsimmons@communitypres.com

Homer Phifer 
Parish Associate

Terri Sinclair 
Music Director, (910) 690-7217, 
terrisinclair2010@gmail.com

Betty Pope
Director of CALL
Ext 19, bpope@communitypres.com

Cathy Haynes
Organist/Pianist
ckdnc@yahoo.com

Sally Raynor 
Sr. Administrative Assistant
Ext 14, sraynor@communitypres.com

Teri Bradley
Financial Manager
Ext 33, tbradley@communitypres.com

Kirsten Foyles 
Ministry Associate 
Children & Youth Music
(910) 315-5292
badgergirlnc@gmail.com

Al Davis 
Sexton, bcaldavis@gmail.com

Mary Ellen Vernon
Director of Youth and Adult Discipleship
Ext. 11, mvernon@commuitypres.com

Julie Pitts
Associate Director of Children’s Ministry
Ext. 11, jpitts@communitypres.com

Kelly Pritchard
Ministry Associate for Communications
kpritchard@communitypres.com

Kathy Hodges
Ministry Associate for Care
khodges54@gmail.com

Gerlene Cotton
Nursery Attendant 


