
We exist not for ourselves but to love 
God and make God’s love known.
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It’s Angel Tree Time!
Starting November 1 CPC will 
begin accepting donations for 
the Angel Tree Mission that 
supports the children of CALL 
program and the Northern 
Moore Family Resource 
Center. For safety reasons we 
are requesting only monetary 
donations again this year. These 
donations will help families in 
need who have been impacted 
by the economic upheaval 
related to the pandemic.  
Funds will help pay utility 
bills, purchase groceries, cover 
medical expenses and afford 
Christmas gifts to children 
who would otherwise have little 
under the tree this year.

The Call Program, sponsored 
by CPC under the direction of 
Betty Pope, is an after-school tutoring/mentoring program that helps children 
improve their proficiency in English. The Northern Moore Family Resource 
Center provides a helping had to children and their families living in the Robbins 
area of Moore County and also operates the Hope Academy Preschool. Clare 
Ruggles is its Director.

Won’t you please consider donating to the Angel Tree this holiday season? 
Checks may be made out to CPC with “Angel Tree” written on the memo line. 
Deadline for donations is December 1.  We thank you for your support again 
this year!

Sunday, December 5, will be 
MUSIC SUNDAY at CPC!  It has 
been 2 years since we've been able 
to have a live Music Sunday, with 
live singing and live musicians, 
so we are SUPER excited! We 
hope you all are as well. As usual, 
our entire Music Ministry will 
be involved: our PAWS children, 
our Youth Worship Team, and 
of course our Adult Choir. As we 
have done in the past, it will be 
presented at both services.

A reminder that this is typically 
one of our most highly attended 
Sundays/services so plan to 
arrive early if you want to get 
your preferred seats!

We look forward to celebrating 
the Advent, Christmas, and 
Epiphany seasons through our 
service on December 5, and 
throughout the rest of the year!
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CALL in Wait
The last nineteen months I have been praying to God to fix this pandemic so 
CALL could start again. It has not happened, and CALL cannot start because of 
the spikes in Covid and the danger that would put the tutors in.  CALL has such 
wonderful tutors that need to be in a safe place when they come to tutor.  Most of 
the tutors are retired and would be an elevated risk with this virus.  The program 
has continued because of your support with food and money.  The students 
have continued their reading, been on the two education websites, celebrated 
Christmas last year because of your support of the Angel Tree.  We started a 
Mom’s program with laptops for them on the same websites their children 
are using.  I have done home visits by staying outside, spacing, and wearing a 
mask.  It is different from sitting with a child, encouraging, and helping them 
understand new concepts of learning. 

I call praying like this a “pregnancy” prayer when you must wait and have hope 
an answer will come.  Waiting on God when He has not answered my prayers is 
one of the hardest places to be. There are times when we pray with everything in 
us and we so need God to intervene and yet, nothing changes.  Status quo, silence 
or the need gets even greater.

At first, it is easy to pray and wait with great expectancy for God to answer big 
and bold.  But as the days and weeks and months roll on with no answer, we 
can begin to wonder whether God is even listening.  But I know God listens 
to all prayers.  Right now, CALL is in a place of having to wait, but I know the 
power of prayer is available to us when we take our authority in prayer? I am not 
experiencing such things as doubt, fear, or anxiety. Jesus taught his disciples to 
pray, and it is an act of worship that glorifies God and reinforces my need for 
Him. Prayer is one of the most powerful weapons God has given us, and looking 
ahead in 2021 and 2022, I believe it has never been more important for God’s 
people to be on our knees.  My pregnancy prayer (prayer of waiting) is for God to 
intervene, to show Himself.  I know God is listening and my timeline is different 
that His. Please join me in this prayer. AMEN. 

Blessings to you all, our prayers are in God’s hands. Elizabeth Ann Pope 

Thanks for Pledging! 
Many thanks to all who have returned their 2022 Stewardship Campaign pledge 
cards.  Your generosity will help Community Presbyterian Church keep our 
doors open, minister to our church family, and continue our many missions and 
outreach activities.

If you haven’t yet had a chance to send in your pledge, it’s not too late! Simply 
drop it off in the church office, mail it to CPC or put it in the offering box next 
time you go to church.  Extra pledge cards are available in the office if you can’t 
find the one that was mailed to you.

Remember that we do not exist for ourselves alone but to love God, make God’s 
love known, and serve others.  Your financial contribution is crucial to fulfilling 
this mission.  We appreciate your generous heart!



Intercessory Prayer Ministry 
We welcome new members to the Intercessory Prayer Ministry.  Members meet at church each Tuesday from 2:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m.  We pray for persons named in the Weekly Blast and on the Prayer Lists, copies of which are on the tables 
in the Narthex and in the Fellowship Hall.  And we pray for people whose names have been given to us privately.  God 
already knows what is going on in human lives.  However, He’s always there, waiting for us to recognize His presence 
and call upon jis power to heal with His holy will.  Intercessory Prayer is a “working partnership” with God, and we 
have the honor and privilege of going before Him on behalf of others.  If you feel called to be a part of our Intercessory 
Prayer Ministry, please contact Carol Dunbar at 910-295-7548 or at k-cdunar@mindspring.com

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer, and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.”  – Philippians 4:6

Youth Fellowship
Mission Statement:  
To build community around middle and high 
school age youth in pursuit of a growing personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ and a deeper 
involvement in the life of the church.   

Youth Fellowship meets on Sunday Nights 
from 4-5:30 PM! This month we will gather for 
fun and fellowship on November 7, 14, and 21.   
Parents can drop off and pick up youth in the 
parking lot off Fields Road. Youth should come 
with a mask. We are beginning to spend part of 
our meeting time indoors. This month we are also 
planning an event with West End Presbyterian 
Youth! Details will be shared in weekly text 
messages.  No meeting November 28. 

Parents and youth can get these text updates 
by using Remind 101.  
Text the message @cpcyouthf to the number 81010. 
If you are having trouble with 81010, try texting 
@cpcyouthf to 913-871-1137. This is how Mary 
Ellen and Cameron will send the most up to date 
information and any last-minute plan changes. 

Thank you to the youth and adults serving 
on our Youth Council: We meet again in 
November.    
Kaylee Akerlund, Kayden Foyles, Lauren Foyles, 
Garrett Graham, Lee Ann Graham, Josh 
Markotich, Will Miller, and Chris Miller. We meet 
every 1-2 months to plan and oversee the Youth 
Ministry programs and activities. Our next meeting 
will be scheduled for early November. 

Youth October Service 
Project - Packing Care Kits



Shoebox Ministry of Samaritan’s 
Purse 
How much does it take to make 
a child’s Christmas when 
that child has never had 
a gift?  During this 
challenging year it is 
especially important 
to spread joy. Now 
is the time for us to 
begin filling those 
shoeboxes for this 
wonderful ministry 
that provides such gifts and 
spreads the Gospel message 
to children across the world. 

There are 3 ways you can 
participate:
1. Fill a shoebox yourself
2. Fill a shoebox online – instructions 
 below
3. Write a check to CPC and memo 
 it for Operation Christmas Child 
 and we will fill boxes for you.  
 Please submit checks by Oct 24th.

1. Filling a box on your own
What kind of shoebox can you use? 
• A clean shoebox that you already 
 have – Some people decorate them 
 with Christmas paper (wrap lid 
 and box separately) 
• A plastic shoebox and lid you buy 
 at the dollar store
• A Samaritan’s Purse printed plastic 
 shoebox from the office or from 
 the display in the hallway outside 
 of Fellowship Hall.

What can you put in your 
shoebox?
Examples:  A new stuffed animal, a 
deflated ball with a small hand pump, 
a nice-sized plastic or metal car, a 
water bottle, a small puzzle, a doll, 

a wash cloth and a bar of soap in a 
ziplock bag, a toothbrush and holder, 

socks, shirt, underwear, flip-
flops a coloring book, 

           a flashlight and 
         batteries, a
    calculator with 
batteries, a comb, 
brush, school 
supplies, a sewing 

kit or fishing kit, note 
pads, something really 

special that any child 
would like, and a personal 

note from you and your family.

What Not to include in the 
shoebox
No liquids, toothpaste, gels, candy, 
seeds or nuts, used toys, war-related 
or military objects, breakable items, 
aerosol cans, packaging.  

When you pack a shoebox and 
pray for the child who will receive 
it, you give the greatest gift of 
all-God’s Love and message of 
Hope and Joy.

Who are you packing the box for?  
Choose:
• Boy or Girl – greatest need is for 
 boys ages 2-4 and 10-14
• Age group – 2-4, 5-9, 10-14
• Pick up a brochure from the office 
 or one of the displays.
• Clip off the selection from the 
 back of the brochure that is 
 available in the office and at the 
 displays.  
• Check the age and sex of child for 
 whom you are preparing the box.  
• Tape the age tag on the top of 
 the box. You can download the 
 tags online Samaritanspurse.org/
 occ 

Please remember to Include 
in your box a check for $9 for 
each box, or pay online at 
Samaritanspurse.org/occ. If you 
pay online, you can track your 
shoebox and see where it goes.

2. You can fill a box online
This is very easy so if you don’t feel 
like spending time in the stores 
this year you can fill a shoebox on 
line.  With just a few clicks on your 
computer or phone you can select 
toys and other fun items.  You can 
also include a letter and a photo to the 
child.  Just go to the following link 
and follow the instructions.
https://www.samaritanspurse.
org/operation-christmas-child/
buildonline/

If possible please email 
martygibbons1@gmail.com and let us 
know you filled a shoebox on line so 
we can keep track of the number of 
boxes sent from our church. 

3. You can make a donation and 
we fill the box
If you prefer, write a check to CPC 
and memo it for Operation Christmas 
Child and we will fill as many boxes 
as possible.  

Last year you all were amazing and 
we filled 295 boxes!!!  We believe 
that we can do even more this year if 
each family will do at least one box!  
Bring them to the office by Sunday, 
November 21st, and we will take them 
to our local collection point.

Thank you on behalf of the 
Mission Committee and most 
of all from the children whose 
Christmas you will brighten!  

Spread the Joy 
Operation Christmas Child:  November 15 - 22, 2021



November 18:  Praying the News:  
9- 9:45 AM in the Chapel   
Meets monthly.  Many of us are overwhelmed by the 
relentless amount of news we are exposed to every day and 
spiritually and/or emotionally impacted by the negative 
and evil we see in the world. We often spend more time 
reading and reacting to the news media than reading 
and reacting to God’s word of hope and healing for the 
world. “Praying the News” will be a 45-minute time of 
both unison and silent prayers in response to hearing news 
headlines and God’s word read aloud. Void of ideology or 
political leanings, this is an opportunity to gather to pray 
for our world, our community, and the church as they are 
impacted by current events. 

Advent Devotionals Available from the 
Discipleship Committee Starting November 
21:  Advent in Plain Sight  
Youth and Adults are encouraged to take a devotional for 
reflection on the meaning of Advent and Christmas. Copies 
will be available staring November 21 in the church office 

and outside the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary on Sundays 
November 21 and 28. Please contact Mary Ellen Vernon for 
more details. (Small groups who wish to continue meeting 
during Advent are also invited to use this book as their 
study. Mary Ellen can provide group study guides.)

“At Christmas, God came into our ordinary world in the 
form of a child, and still today, God is at work through the 
ordinary stuff of life, if we train our eyes to see. In this daily 
devotional for Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, Jill J. 
Duffield draws readers’ attention to ten ordinary objects that 
appear in the biblical narratives of messianic prophesy and 
incarnation—objects we encounter in our own lives. Through 
objects such as gates, trees, cloth, light, and water, readers will 
find new meaning in the biblical account of Jesus’ coming. By 
connecting everyday objects with biblical texts, Advent 
in Plain Sight prompts readers to see the near kingdom 
of heaven on earth and ponder what that divine 
proximity enables and asks them to do and be. Each 
daily devotional features a Scripture reading, prayer, and 
reflection, reminding Christians that God still dwells among 
us, even in the most ordinary places.”

Sandhills Moore Coalition
Any non-perishable food items 
are welcome such as:
• Peanut butter & jelly
• Canned goods 
• Pasta sauce
• Instant mash potatoes, rice, pasta 
 noodles
• Non-refrigerated juice
• Low sodium, no salt added, 100% 
 fruit juice, fruit packed in juice or 
 water and whole wheat options 
 are encouraged in order to 
 provide healthier alternatives for 
 those we serve!

Sandhills Student Assistance
Sandhills Student Assistance, Inc. 
(SSA) addresses the urgent problems 
of Moore County school children 
who arrive at school hungry, or 
without adequate basic clothing, 
or in other immediate need. SSA 
provides schools with snack food 
nutrition and other products for 
students, identified by school 
personnel, who arrive at school with 
immediate needs, or are identified to 
be at other risk.
• Some items suggested:  
 Individual macaroni and cheese, 
 snack crackers, granola bars or 
 any food item that is non-
 perishable and easy to open.

Tabs for the Ronald McDonald 
House
• We collect pull tabs from cans: 
 soda, soup, or anything that 
 opens with a pull-tab.  These tabs 
 are made from high-grade 
 aluminum and are collected 
 by organizations’ that sell them to 
 companies for the aluminum 
 content.  Our pull tabs are taken 
 to the Ronald McDonald House 
 at UNC-Chapel.

Discipleship Opportunities

God at Work in the Community
The bookcase in the hallway outside of the church office has labeled baskets where you can leave your donated items 
for the following organizations.



CPC 
Contact 
Information
Church Office 

(910) 295-6848

Website

www.communitypres.com

Office Hours

Monday – Thursday
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Friday
Church Office Closed

If you need a pastor after 
hours, the following can
be reached

Rod Stone
Pastor
(910) 585-0828 

Roger Simmons 
Ministry Associate
(910) 977-1900

Mailing Address

Community Presbyterian 
Church 
P.O. Box 1449
Pinehurst, NC 28370

Location

125 Everette Road
Pinehurst, NC 28374

Advent Study
As part of our Advent Study:  
Advent in Plain Sight, Mary Ellen will be collecting and sharing photos of the 
objects listed below. Adults, youth, children, members and friends of the church 
are ALL invited to share images or photographs of these objects and also to share 
stories about the image and why they are meaningful. These may be displayed 
on social media and in the church during Advent. Email or text images to Mary 
Ellen. Thank you for participating in bringing our Advent study to life! 
• Gates, including doorways and other passageways (by November 28)
• Tears or symbolic representations of crying (by December 5)
• Belts and sashes (by December 12)
• Trees, of all kinds (by December 19)
• Hearts, both the shape and the organ (by December 26)
• Gold (by January 2) 

Outer Banks Sunset 
with Tree:  This 
tree and it’s perfect 
reflection, stopped 
me in my tracks 
this past May while 
vacationing with my 
kids. Our lives had 
been very hectic the 
last few months and 
sharing that view 
made us feel grateful, 
peaceful, and hopeful 
for the future. 

Sandhills 
Horticultural 
Garden’s 
Red Doors: 
I came across 
this doorway 
while strolling 
through the 
gardens. It 
makes me feel 
adventurous. 
I want to 
throw open 
the doors to 
discover what 
is on the other 
side. 
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